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The Tenth Anniversary of
September 11th: Round Numbers
Don't Mean Anything

Every magazine and paper and news show seems to
want to define the post-9/11 decade, but for those of
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us who lost our spouses, children, parents, and
siblings, there is no defining or encapsulating.

By Raina Wallens, Contributor

Writer

Sep 10, 2011, 11:45 PM EDT
Updated Nov 10, 2011

This post was published on the now-closed HuffPost Contributor platform.
Contributors control their own work and posted freely to our site. If you need to
flag this entry as abusive, send us an email.
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We like to mark anniversaries, don't we? We like round
numbers, and summaries, and retrospectives. But for
many of us who lost someone on September 11th, the
10th anniversary is meaningless. Or perhaps not
meaningless, but no more meaningful than any other

anniversary we've endured.

Come late August or early September, there's always

the sudden drop in weather and clearing of the skies
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that ignites a horror so visceral all | want to do is close

my eyes and wake up in winter.

ADVERTISEMENT

The media blitz during these weeks is always a real
treat, too. | find the only solution is to turn the
television off and keep my distance from newspapers
and magazines. A few weeks ago, not yet firmly
ensconced by my media shield, | stumbled onto a story
in @ magazine about someone who was at the base of

the towers on September 11th. When he mentioned the

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-tenth-anniversary-of_b_956341 4/18


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CmHsJAqeCZ5CGDvehqMwPy4b9mAPb0-LEeoTVtIKaEmQQASCbqIc3YMm2-oq0pNgPoAHq0a6qKsgBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE6AJP0B4w689xBirWdXVpLRkvNPaKhKHugJdRUt0YR1RjegTzFrVxojcrP7W50kjwhywgPDSc_DFkW5o9p4y0QA5iLp6FEHw-la6yWQMcWNiT5U8cfwdFr-bU4jgj7OHIhBHiveAHK7CufnRKRK9lVixzs0FDEfshgHYeEC5rvPNbIXW1Pu0xGrB3bcV_sbAzIJmTkrX5klHMmDinwAQL5FT5CvP2gt4NQdTxrhEOz5m1CGcDcMbbawAoDjC_OxKPvR3vBscC_Sa1C4c84B6mU0Vka_HPqhLI6IbtndUw6kuSB4F1XLya5AhCpsaxmigrUx0YLL3KdqU1pLkglE91Z0fAow_NYm3I85oGtMicG5bkwDJfUpHuFVj_zUarAH_Di6crqD35x-LDr4xpWboKKVAt09Q838coQV4o4QdH1ezC3u236e0ST8qJCA7TnUdMIz5FDwrMd03OqDt82MGkZABnnvV1Vi-dEDHABOyNsrncBOAEAYgF877Wh0-gBi6AB-qJ_4kFqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbECqAfqsbECqAeZtbECqAe-t7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0ggvCIDhwGAQARgdMgTbgoAOOhCA0ICCgIAEkMCAgICgqIACSL39wTpY55PlxpXuigOxCeksNsQIxK5OgAoDmAsByAsBgAwB2gwQCgoQwPjs58z30uB-EgIBA6oNAlVTyA0B4g0TCKPH5caV7ooDFfcQigMdS0MfM-oNEwjh0ObGle6KAxX3EIoDHUtDHzPYEwvQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgJEgKTThguIgEA0BgB6BgB&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7dFbg9ad0EVonjVDfMmQPJVDMNbpL5VTqHK8pgloqsM71HI62bLyqK6SGGQUrXDyzsRDDivY5SfxgB&sig=AOD64_373l3-6gz2iU-jdBsfr0ilcp2x0g&client=ca-pub-9636953777155876&rf=4&nb=9&adurl=https://carraratreatment.com%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CmHsJAqeCZ5CGDvehqMwPy4b9mAPb0-LEeoTVtIKaEmQQASCbqIc3YMm2-oq0pNgPoAHq0a6qKsgBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE6AJP0B4w689xBirWdXVpLRkvNPaKhKHugJdRUt0YR1RjegTzFrVxojcrP7W50kjwhywgPDSc_DFkW5o9p4y0QA5iLp6FEHw-la6yWQMcWNiT5U8cfwdFr-bU4jgj7OHIhBHiveAHK7CufnRKRK9lVixzs0FDEfshgHYeEC5rvPNbIXW1Pu0xGrB3bcV_sbAzIJmTkrX5klHMmDinwAQL5FT5CvP2gt4NQdTxrhEOz5m1CGcDcMbbawAoDjC_OxKPvR3vBscC_Sa1C4c84B6mU0Vka_HPqhLI6IbtndUw6kuSB4F1XLya5AhCpsaxmigrUx0YLL3KdqU1pLkglE91Z0fAow_NYm3I85oGtMicG5bkwDJfUpHuFVj_zUarAH_Di6crqD35x-LDr4xpWboKKVAt09Q838coQV4o4QdH1ezC3u236e0ST8qJCA7TnUdMIz5FDwrMd03OqDt82MGkZABnnvV1Vi-dEDHABOyNsrncBOAEAYgF877Wh0-gBi6AB-qJ_4kFqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbECqAfqsbECqAeZtbECqAe-t7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0ggvCIDhwGAQARgdMgTbgoAOOhCA0ICCgIAEkMCAgICgqIACSL39wTpY55PlxpXuigOxCeksNsQIxK5OgAoDmAsByAsBgAwB2gwQCgoQwPjs58z30uB-EgIBA6oNAlVTyA0B4g0TCKPH5caV7ooDFfcQigMdS0MfM-oNEwjh0ObGle6KAxX3EIoDHUtDHzPYEwvQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgJEgKTThguIgEA0BgB6BgB&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7dFbg9ad0EVonjVDfMmQPJVDMNbpL5VTqHK8pgloqsM71HI62bLyqK6SGGQUrXDyzsRDDivY5SfxgB&sig=AOD64_373l3-6gz2iU-jdBsfr0ilcp2x0g&client=ca-pub-9636953777155876&rf=4&nb=0&adurl=https://carraratreatment.com%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CmHsJAqeCZ5CGDvehqMwPy4b9mAPb0-LEeoTVtIKaEmQQASCbqIc3YMm2-oq0pNgPoAHq0a6qKsgBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE6AJP0B4w689xBirWdXVpLRkvNPaKhKHugJdRUt0YR1RjegTzFrVxojcrP7W50kjwhywgPDSc_DFkW5o9p4y0QA5iLp6FEHw-la6yWQMcWNiT5U8cfwdFr-bU4jgj7OHIhBHiveAHK7CufnRKRK9lVixzs0FDEfshgHYeEC5rvPNbIXW1Pu0xGrB3bcV_sbAzIJmTkrX5klHMmDinwAQL5FT5CvP2gt4NQdTxrhEOz5m1CGcDcMbbawAoDjC_OxKPvR3vBscC_Sa1C4c84B6mU0Vka_HPqhLI6IbtndUw6kuSB4F1XLya5AhCpsaxmigrUx0YLL3KdqU1pLkglE91Z0fAow_NYm3I85oGtMicG5bkwDJfUpHuFVj_zUarAH_Di6crqD35x-LDr4xpWboKKVAt09Q838coQV4o4QdH1ezC3u236e0ST8qJCA7TnUdMIz5FDwrMd03OqDt82MGkZABnnvV1Vi-dEDHABOyNsrncBOAEAYgF877Wh0-gBi6AB-qJ_4kFqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbECqAfqsbECqAeZtbECqAe-t7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0ggvCIDhwGAQARgdMgTbgoAOOhCA0ICCgIAEkMCAgICgqIACSL39wTpY55PlxpXuigOxCeksNsQIxK5OgAoDmAsByAsBgAwB2gwQCgoQwPjs58z30uB-EgIBA6oNAlVTyA0B4g0TCKPH5caV7ooDFfcQigMdS0MfM-oNEwjh0ObGle6KAxX3EIoDHUtDHzPYEwvQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgJEgKTThguIgEA0BgB6BgB&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7dFbg9ad0EVonjVDfMmQPJVDMNbpL5VTqHK8pgloqsM71HI62bLyqK6SGGQUrXDyzsRDDivY5SfxgB&sig=AOD64_373l3-6gz2iU-jdBsfr0ilcp2x0g&client=ca-pub-9636953777155876&rf=4&nb=7&adurl=https://carraratreatment.com%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CmHsJAqeCZ5CGDvehqMwPy4b9mAPb0-LEeoTVtIKaEmQQASCbqIc3YMm2-oq0pNgPoAHq0a6qKsgBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE6AJP0B4w689xBirWdXVpLRkvNPaKhKHugJdRUt0YR1RjegTzFrVxojcrP7W50kjwhywgPDSc_DFkW5o9p4y0QA5iLp6FEHw-la6yWQMcWNiT5U8cfwdFr-bU4jgj7OHIhBHiveAHK7CufnRKRK9lVixzs0FDEfshgHYeEC5rvPNbIXW1Pu0xGrB3bcV_sbAzIJmTkrX5klHMmDinwAQL5FT5CvP2gt4NQdTxrhEOz5m1CGcDcMbbawAoDjC_OxKPvR3vBscC_Sa1C4c84B6mU0Vka_HPqhLI6IbtndUw6kuSB4F1XLya5AhCpsaxmigrUx0YLL3KdqU1pLkglE91Z0fAow_NYm3I85oGtMicG5bkwDJfUpHuFVj_zUarAH_Di6crqD35x-LDr4xpWboKKVAt09Q838coQV4o4QdH1ezC3u236e0ST8qJCA7TnUdMIz5FDwrMd03OqDt82MGkZABnnvV1Vi-dEDHABOyNsrncBOAEAYgF877Wh0-gBi6AB-qJ_4kFqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbECqAfqsbECqAeZtbECqAe-t7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0ggvCIDhwGAQARgdMgTbgoAOOhCA0ICCgIAEkMCAgICgqIACSL39wTpY55PlxpXuigOxCeksNsQIxK5OgAoDmAsByAsBgAwB2gwQCgoQwPjs58z30uB-EgIBA6oNAlVTyA0B4g0TCKPH5caV7ooDFfcQigMdS0MfM-oNEwjh0ObGle6KAxX3EIoDHUtDHzPYEwvQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgJEgKTThguIgEA0BgB6BgB&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7dFbg9ad0EVonjVDfMmQPJVDMNbpL5VTqHK8pgloqsM71HI62bLyqK6SGGQUrXDyzsRDDivY5SfxgB&sig=AOD64_373l3-6gz2iU-jdBsfr0ilcp2x0g&client=ca-pub-9636953777155876&rf=4&nb=7&adurl=https://carraratreatment.com%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CmHsJAqeCZ5CGDvehqMwPy4b9mAPb0-LEeoTVtIKaEmQQASCbqIc3YMm2-oq0pNgPoAHq0a6qKsgBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE6AJP0B4w689xBirWdXVpLRkvNPaKhKHugJdRUt0YR1RjegTzFrVxojcrP7W50kjwhywgPDSc_DFkW5o9p4y0QA5iLp6FEHw-la6yWQMcWNiT5U8cfwdFr-bU4jgj7OHIhBHiveAHK7CufnRKRK9lVixzs0FDEfshgHYeEC5rvPNbIXW1Pu0xGrB3bcV_sbAzIJmTkrX5klHMmDinwAQL5FT5CvP2gt4NQdTxrhEOz5m1CGcDcMbbawAoDjC_OxKPvR3vBscC_Sa1C4c84B6mU0Vka_HPqhLI6IbtndUw6kuSB4F1XLya5AhCpsaxmigrUx0YLL3KdqU1pLkglE91Z0fAow_NYm3I85oGtMicG5bkwDJfUpHuFVj_zUarAH_Di6crqD35x-LDr4xpWboKKVAt09Q838coQV4o4QdH1ezC3u236e0ST8qJCA7TnUdMIz5FDwrMd03OqDt82MGkZABnnvV1Vi-dEDHABOyNsrncBOAEAYgF877Wh0-gBi6AB-qJ_4kFqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbECqAfqsbECqAeZtbECqAe-t7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0ggvCIDhwGAQARgdMgTbgoAOOhCA0ICCgIAEkMCAgICgqIACSL39wTpY55PlxpXuigOxCeksNsQIxK5OgAoDmAsByAsBgAwB2gwQCgoQwPjs58z30uB-EgIBA6oNAlVTyA0B4g0TCKPH5caV7ooDFfcQigMdS0MfM-oNEwjh0ObGle6KAxX3EIoDHUtDHzPYEwvQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgJEgKTThguIgEA0BgB6BgB&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7dFbg9ad0EVonjVDfMmQPJVDMNbpL5VTqHK8pgloqsM71HI62bLyqK6SGGQUrXDyzsRDDivY5SfxgB&sig=AOD64_373l3-6gz2iU-jdBsfr0ilcp2x0g&client=ca-pub-9636953777155876&rf=4&nb=1&adurl=https://carraratreatment.com%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CmHsJAqeCZ5CGDvehqMwPy4b9mAPb0-LEeoTVtIKaEmQQASCbqIc3YMm2-oq0pNgPoAHq0a6qKsgBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE6AJP0B4w689xBirWdXVpLRkvNPaKhKHugJdRUt0YR1RjegTzFrVxojcrP7W50kjwhywgPDSc_DFkW5o9p4y0QA5iLp6FEHw-la6yWQMcWNiT5U8cfwdFr-bU4jgj7OHIhBHiveAHK7CufnRKRK9lVixzs0FDEfshgHYeEC5rvPNbIXW1Pu0xGrB3bcV_sbAzIJmTkrX5klHMmDinwAQL5FT5CvP2gt4NQdTxrhEOz5m1CGcDcMbbawAoDjC_OxKPvR3vBscC_Sa1C4c84B6mU0Vka_HPqhLI6IbtndUw6kuSB4F1XLya5AhCpsaxmigrUx0YLL3KdqU1pLkglE91Z0fAow_NYm3I85oGtMicG5bkwDJfUpHuFVj_zUarAH_Di6crqD35x-LDr4xpWboKKVAt09Q838coQV4o4QdH1ezC3u236e0ST8qJCA7TnUdMIz5FDwrMd03OqDt82MGkZABnnvV1Vi-dEDHABOyNsrncBOAEAYgF877Wh0-gBi6AB-qJ_4kFqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbECqAfqsbECqAeZtbECqAe-t7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0ggvCIDhwGAQARgdMgTbgoAOOhCA0ICCgIAEkMCAgICgqIACSL39wTpY55PlxpXuigOxCeksNsQIxK5OgAoDmAsByAsBgAwB2gwQCgoQwPjs58z30uB-EgIBA6oNAlVTyA0B4g0TCKPH5caV7ooDFfcQigMdS0MfM-oNEwjh0ObGle6KAxX3EIoDHUtDHzPYEwvQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgJEgKTThguIgEA0BgB6BgB&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7dFbg9ad0EVonjVDfMmQPJVDMNbpL5VTqHK8pgloqsM71HI62bLyqK6SGGQUrXDyzsRDDivY5SfxgB&sig=AOD64_373l3-6gz2iU-jdBsfr0ilcp2x0g&client=ca-pub-9636953777155876&rf=4&nb=8&adurl=https://carraratreatment.com%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CmHsJAqeCZ5CGDvehqMwPy4b9mAPb0-LEeoTVtIKaEmQQASCbqIc3YMm2-oq0pNgPoAHq0a6qKsgBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE6AJP0B4w689xBirWdXVpLRkvNPaKhKHugJdRUt0YR1RjegTzFrVxojcrP7W50kjwhywgPDSc_DFkW5o9p4y0QA5iLp6FEHw-la6yWQMcWNiT5U8cfwdFr-bU4jgj7OHIhBHiveAHK7CufnRKRK9lVixzs0FDEfshgHYeEC5rvPNbIXW1Pu0xGrB3bcV_sbAzIJmTkrX5klHMmDinwAQL5FT5CvP2gt4NQdTxrhEOz5m1CGcDcMbbawAoDjC_OxKPvR3vBscC_Sa1C4c84B6mU0Vka_HPqhLI6IbtndUw6kuSB4F1XLya5AhCpsaxmigrUx0YLL3KdqU1pLkglE91Z0fAow_NYm3I85oGtMicG5bkwDJfUpHuFVj_zUarAH_Di6crqD35x-LDr4xpWboKKVAt09Q838coQV4o4QdH1ezC3u236e0ST8qJCA7TnUdMIz5FDwrMd03OqDt82MGkZABnnvV1Vi-dEDHABOyNsrncBOAEAYgF877Wh0-gBi6AB-qJ_4kFqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbECqAfqsbECqAeZtbECqAe-t7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0ggvCIDhwGAQARgdMgTbgoAOOhCA0ICCgIAEkMCAgICgqIACSL39wTpY55PlxpXuigOxCeksNsQIxK5OgAoDmAsByAsBgAwB2gwQCgoQwPjs58z30uB-EgIBA6oNAlVTyA0B4g0TCKPH5caV7ooDFfcQigMdS0MfM-oNEwjh0ObGle6KAxX3EIoDHUtDHzPYEwvQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgJEgKTThguIgEA0BgB6BgB&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7dFbg9ad0EVonjVDfMmQPJVDMNbpL5VTqHK8pgloqsM71HI62bLyqK6SGGQUrXDyzsRDDivY5SfxgB&sig=AOD64_373l3-6gz2iU-jdBsfr0ilcp2x0g&client=ca-pub-9636953777155876&rf=4&nb=8&adurl=https://carraratreatment.com%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIkI_nxpXuigMV9xCKAx1LQx8zEAEYASAAEgKYZfD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=Ad09R3QoqbyQQYqaasR4o561sb3Oao6ZuUtWw5eqIvZpZe80TbMvSLgbD5vRl6eIUNfnj2FGTDL98-GlM7NTIFhXwXuydDbGybKoZzI7RIYkX40GH9qOCd37lJD-VSvxiQvpOaHJgxqv_9a_2--opzwYFwRENuR6cPfX-60k-sOvvB_-mK0tMWVFsFKs3ldki4wnBzfX70t3kZbCRB6bJAFrkuDY5DYk32D4oI4yEJCdri3tjN3tPKoC5exDe5cdhdktllMy5eviiclQrKLQSR3Tfl65MHfN9hBUGNVr5FQEFfXt_M1Mq_VzwzMGdURWlCYRJsNBD-o5hdFBl4mgf3lSkJEExQnp9jrl0nTocxds2fNNOo-q_LApBmPGoX9uj7Zb3RTr72dcnNusCIUxJ1qtYmDA5LGP05qkK2RZgKDVCeLA7aTnOnKluQjqc2P4y1UVCxrboERGvbUy3bAAx_C6ZU-hHV4dRjBv-7kj-Vvza8Ua43lRqQKSHktNLqCmqk1dHmi1q6tJW2oIQWTp9eF9OSKgTn_DzngsZ5TalFsde1eR4453e4jwiZoiMMuXOKz7xXs8eDZMPnY2ACzwrEQLTGAzo5j9ZeNImvB5g20f6H0XmwU9UE-5zJtFH-2xjvR7z_iOETYZXjj_A9Gr6aAs1j9R-Hrl8DGym5baKz22q_1YURBb704hNykJDcfLSGARP6KqyafR6q70y9H7pDkIi9P1zbCkKFc5n9twBGZlR2HnxnpS6ErTs6eWHfgXS-26VRwmaoC6rag6yqfo4g6uMkNS0FEm1hqpJcaRnKAaYHHpgVyA3NxppD0cXNSO6BFQaWDxGfwM9bOx9IHS_L4IjXhlqHwl5usj8C2k4cPiquQO8v5Ev0l9LGXE8hnoAqYHUBUcxAFi88mdZ63_x1IevY0ZdBmIbuap4u3SIk8advvovb4ha8qnh3PQNDPML7qCTQKkwVsgzt9HDehdMEm9v1Ql3due3yz_8rsxsM_1XbgfSLSxrI--u2sn4lBjZx982w7gBeMbhvT2xb7i9ZEP31l0orh3Z6azQfolTYN0-jYPpD0DUVFgFHRClj8yarsLh-rKhnh74VgjaPh-_VUdHP33bAySY8JLWlMlwcpoS3XhfKfHQGtOjxNKCwIVF0wnb8nkytWKC-xiF9mIFDDxwcub9Rx9vzsopm1e68n5YQzm_WVvFS1Ytqh_RgcLF4WXgD4p4OdRFa7eib_m4VApYh_2ZB-KV_MsbpQor2pbpNNjaWnYuIXhyzI9z2eKjfvUPNcgWRYmFnzTtFG5SBlLxrWXk7NvQB7neelmbXDc4w1COfgSyii-CR5K_T1KxPlOiBMZE-Kx-3CzGft6FuS6gkeU0TwYQX3Pithl-PEpxiFrI3XVwiugMxXqgbiSWzY7Y0Z6ZA3AKBb9DH_bCi-4HHsPuJVRj22J30d0fwLpwTt9fK-f6SIYP0WwzYQIk35ZBPKZoRvd8t3nVB-PN_Nrq8_FD7-aHfv8TIww9if0yEDZwzGIhMdHWKCB7EkCiZRR8u6FTf4Utej-JUFXXLzGfHNqN5oR1rngL7x5ogRGWQW5mKJNmACIgIm4ZqL3KWFJR3_d2LCZOQTFLONSqpyVR0XEj7WjhVEp9qSDDy_-3Kwswh0h3e-mF5dbNuNwsodWO5O0d5tgq3CpldRE3J8oXaH4CjlAPCnjFNpnMVCiqTOqtdw8CWI4pRxd05OjA-wZlfr02txzz3dynC5gIlb40zB_rP_kSgfyw-u4IDvFVK5wBg65Tt5F4teRtd9lakK4qlCcaJvzQ4FmdKqQwVO7jucTetdwwFSBFh8BenUOiPtV-Xj9zlX5q08UHyIQ7P88ugXD0fcqc2pS6w1p_w4SaMOBBFnrAMfTavm2Au_-vrlZ2feIEmQcHx-4QzZ3kXTm1z9ner6SEiSIqpDcfxlgW2JxClpOuVw7jQux2GfNbPDe--gw7ju6Zn2nbtrYx9aqAwgvBGS8qNkZtOxdzaVRX0eLcKaFTKRv9LreGdBdtQiG4OIWeSGTjI_n6R2ukr1U5yxZiRXyBPu6-cgiJVHOWtjwBbGBZMjYJMWTPi1rPs84DlZuH_gIvYBnw_yGA7-V8pnOsmOqG5N6bdz9jJbN6IOkC2iyOIBF-R9TPrhgpUb3AFAuIo2v_QWgbHuY2aFqlFE3y4XZ1vRBqq0owGFC9-cH7jc4yIT6QqUuMAcfgrOFKXn-ggXoXn3xe0SHSYsBlIP_hhz9nlRFyvh0WClJXgfF8dkJjUob7kAUNYH5pmRz6Fx1vU-D3o9ICBOK-J1tIFZzCwISTCM7lmCVpzoYLh2XIzau1InOS0fE&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=Ad09R3QoqbyQQYqaasR4o561sb3Oao6ZuUtWw5eqIvZpZe80TbMvSLgbD5vRl6eIUNfnj2FGTDL98-GlM7NTIFhXwXuydDbGybKoZzI7RIYkX40GH9qOCd37lJD-VSvxiQvpOaHJgxqv_9a_2--opzwYFwRENuR6cPfX-60k-sOvvB_-mK0tMWVFsFKs3ldki4wnBzfX70t3kZbCRB6bJAFrkuDY5DYk32D4oI4yEJCdri3tjN3tPKoC5exDe5cdhdktllMy5eviiclQrKLQSR3Tfl65MHfN9hBUGNVr5FQEFfXt_M1Mq_VzwzMGdURWlCYRJsNBD-o5hdFBl4mgf3lSkJEExQnp9jrl0nTocxds2fNNOo-q_LApBmPGoX9uj7Zb3RTr72dcnNusCIUxJ1qtYmDA5LGP05qkK2RZgKDVCeLA7aTnOnKluQjqc2P4y1UVCxrboERGvbUy3bAAx_C6ZU-hHV4dRjBv-7kj-Vvza8Ua43lRqQKSHktNLqCmqk1dHmi1q6tJW2oIQWTp9eF9OSKgTn_DzngsZ5TalFsde1eR4453e4jwiZoiMMuXOKz7xXs8eDZMPnY2ACzwrEQLTGAzo5j9ZeNImvB5g20f6H0XmwU9UE-5zJtFH-2xjvR7z_iOETYZXjj_A9Gr6aAs1j9R-Hrl8DGym5baKz22q_1YURBb704hNykJDcfLSGARP6KqyafR6q70y9H7pDkIi9P1zbCkKFc5n9twBGZlR2HnxnpS6ErTs6eWHfgXS-26VRwmaoC6rag6yqfo4g6uMkNS0FEm1hqpJcaRnKAaYHHpgVyA3NxppD0cXNSO6BFQaWDxGfwM9bOx9IHS_L4IjXhlqHwl5usj8C2k4cPiquQO8v5Ev0l9LGXE8hnoAqYHUBUcxAFi88mdZ63_x1IevY0ZdBmIbuap4u3SIk8advvovb4ha8qnh3PQNDPML7qCTQKkwVsgzt9HDehdMEm9v1Ql3due3yz_8rsxsM_1XbgfSLSxrI--u2sn4lBjZx982w7gBeMbhvT2xb7i9ZEP31l0orh3Z6azQfolTYN0-jYPpD0DUVFgFHRClj8yarsLh-rKhnh74VgjaPh-_VUdHP33bAySY8JLWlMlwcpoS3XhfKfHQGtOjxNKCwIVF0wnb8nkytWKC-xiF9mIFDDxwcub9Rx9vzsopm1e68n5YQzm_WVvFS1Ytqh_RgcLF4WXgD4p4OdRFa7eib_m4VApYh_2ZB-KV_MsbpQor2pbpNNjaWnYuIXhyzI9z2eKjfvUPNcgWRYmFnzTtFG5SBlLxrWXk7NvQB7neelmbXDc4w1COfgSyii-CR5K_T1KxPlOiBMZE-Kx-3CzGft6FuS6gkeU0TwYQX3Pithl-PEpxiFrI3XVwiugMxXqgbiSWzY7Y0Z6ZA3AKBb9DH_bCi-4HHsPuJVRj22J30d0fwLpwTt9fK-f6SIYP0WwzYQIk35ZBPKZoRvd8t3nVB-PN_Nrq8_FD7-aHfv8TIww9if0yEDZwzGIhMdHWKCB7EkCiZRR8u6FTf4Utej-JUFXXLzGfHNqN5oR1rngL7x5ogRGWQW5mKJNmACIgIm4ZqL3KWFJR3_d2LCZOQTFLONSqpyVR0XEj7WjhVEp9qSDDy_-3Kwswh0h3e-mF5dbNuNwsodWO5O0d5tgq3CpldRE3J8oXaH4CjlAPCnjFNpnMVCiqTOqtdw8CWI4pRxd05OjA-wZlfr02txzz3dynC5gIlb40zB_rP_kSgfyw-u4IDvFVK5wBg65Tt5F4teRtd9lakK4qlCcaJvzQ4FmdKqQwVO7jucTetdwwFSBFh8BenUOiPtV-Xj9zlX5q08UHyIQ7P88ugXD0fcqc2pS6w1p_w4SaMOBBFnrAMfTavm2Au_-vrlZ2feIEmQcHx-4QzZ3kXTm1z9ner6SEiSIqpDcfxlgW2JxClpOuVw7jQux2GfNbPDe--gw7ju6Zn2nbtrYx9aqAwgvBGS8qNkZtOxdzaVRX0eLcKaFTKRv9LreGdBdtQiG4OIWeSGTjI_n6R2ukr1U5yxZiRXyBPu6-cgiJVHOWtjwBbGBZMjYJMWTPi1rPs84DlZuH_gIvYBnw_yGA7-V8pnOsmOqG5N6bdz9jJbN6IOkC2iyOIBF-R9TPrhgpUb3AFAuIo2v_QWgbHuY2aFqlFE3y4XZ1vRBqq0owGFC9-cH7jc4yIT6QqUuMAcfgrOFKXn-ggXoXn3xe0SHSYsBlIP_hhz9nlRFyvh0WClJXgfF8dkJjUob7kAUNYH5pmRz6Fx1vU-D3o9ICBOK-J1tIFZzCwISTCM7lmCVpzoYLh2XIzau1InOS0fE&opi=122715837

1/11/25,12:15 PM The Tenth Anniversary of September 11th: Round Numbers Don't Mean Anything | HuffPost Latest News

bodies falling from the top of the building, my breath
stopped and my insides dissolved, as if | was hearing
about this for the first time. | was gripped by the
questions | will never know the answers to: Was Blake,
my late husband, one of the jumpers? His body was
found in November 2001. His skull was crushed, the
bottom halves of his legs were missing. What does that

say about he died? How he suffered? What he knew?

Ironic, isn't it, that the same media that purports to care
so much about all of us who were directly affected by
9/11is the one that stirs this horror and dread? There
are more egregious offenders, of course: | hear the
spicy crab in the 9/11 Remembrance Roll tastes

uncannily like somber reflection, and the 9/11 Memorial

Wine has a flavor profile that can only be described as

subtly sorrowful.

Shameful exploitation aside, every magazine and
paper and news show seems to want to define the
post-9/11 decade, but for those of us who lost our
spouses, children, parents, and siblings, there is no

defining or encapsulating. There is only grief, and the

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-tenth-anniversary-of_b_956341 5/18


http://ny.eater.com/archives/2011/09/911_roll.php
http://ny.eater.com/archives/2011/09/911_roll.php
http://ny.eater.com/archives/2011/09/911_roll.php

1/11/25,12:15 PM The Tenth Anniversary of September 11th: Round Numbers Don't Mean Anything | HuffPost Latest News

effort to move on, and hope. None of this moves in a
straight line.

ADVERTISEMENT

To me, the most striking aspect of this anniversary is
that this is the year -- ten years later -- that Osama Bin
Laden was finally killed and the September 11 Memorial

was opened at the World Trade Center site.

In my personal life, change has also been slow yet

absolute. Next month, | am getting remarried. To a
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wonderful man, a man | am head over heels in love

with, @a man | know Blake would've loved.

| met Mike eight years after Blake died and looking
back, it wasn't until a couple of years prior that | was
truly ready to meet someone. | was dating much earlier.
Friends, family and acquaintances were quick to set
me up once the one year anniversary passed, quietly
nudging me forward, promising me | would meet

someone again.

ADVERTISEMENT
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| know why they said it. They wanted hope for me, and
for themselves. | wanted it too. | went on those dates,
often feeling like | was trudging through mud, or half
asleep. Sometimes the dates were a much-needed
escape from the constant misery: a temporary
lightness, a plunge into feeling alive again, a glimpse
into the possibilities of hope. | learned that this is the
magical thing about life. You can always have hope.

But you need patience, too.

Our culture's need to wrap everything in a bow and
deliver meaning -- especially when it comes to grief
and loss -- ignores the depths of experiences, the
intensity and the fullness, and the fact that certain
events have no meaning or if they do, they can't be

summed up in a tweet.

Ten years after Blake was killed | am once again wake-
up happy. | feel unbelievably lucky to have met my
filance, and | look forward to our future together, and to
seeing his two young sons grow. Life is rich and vast

and complicated and beautiful.
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ADVERTISEMENT

And | would do anything to see Blake again.

Ten years later, nothing has changed, and everything

has.

There's your soundbite.
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