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Painting
the Town

Mitchell Schorr has displayed his artwork
around the world—and brings his joyful
urban murals to Tenafly.

BY RAINA WALLENS

Ifyou live in Tenafly, you're
undoubtedly familiar with
Mitchell Schorr’s artwork even if
you don’t know the artist.

Have you ever wondered
about those dynamic diagonals
bursting with color on the back
wall of Triumph Tae Kwon
Do? Or the echoes of the same
vibrant tones adorning Fine
Wine & Spirits and a Railroad
Avenue gallery storefront?

These creations are Schorr’s
work, and they might have made
you stop and smile. If so, this was
entirely Schorr’s intention.

“I want it to be fun,” Schorr
says, as we stand outside of
J. Spencer Smith Elementary
School, the site of his biggest
public artwork in Tenafly. The
mural here is titled “Da Race”—a
playful, energetic depiction
of jovial ice cream trucks and
colorful cars in whimsical,
competitive motion.

Schorr painted his first
incarnation of “Da Race” almost
20 years ago in the Bowery of
Manhattan, alongside big-time
artists such as Kenny Scharf and
Shepard Fairey. From there, “Da
Race” took off: Variations of the
mural have been displayed in
over 100 locations throughout
New York City and the world,
elevating spaces that would
otherwise be drab and depressing.

Schorr’s intention is for “Da
Race” to feel interactive, as if
the viewer is part of the action.
So, every time someone views
“Da Race” in a new place, a
different car is in the lead.
Sometimes the ice cream truck is
the presumed winner. At Smith
School, the racing cars each
have distinct numbers such as 1
through 5 emblazoned on their
exterior, and one car has a K, for
kindergarten—a playful wink
from Schorr.



